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Winning Techniques 
UBs Trial Technique program has 
shaped generations of attorneys 
A s UB Law ' s Tri a l Technique Program cele-brates its 35th anniversary, it is looking forward to a strong future. It is building 
on three-and-a-half decades of success 
in training th ird-year s tudents in the 
funda mental s of tria l 
C harles H. Dougherty, a member of 
the Buffa lo law fi rm of Albrech t, 
McGuire, Heffern & Gregg who taught 
Trial Technique fo r 20 years and has 
administered the program for the past 
s ix years. 
prac t ice. Ove r the 
years, the program has 
proved highly success-
ful. Generations of UB 
Law s tude nts ha ve 
come through th e 
co urse wiser to th e 
ways of the courtroom 
- a nd ma ny w ith a 
lifelong taste for litigat-
ing. 
In s truc ture, it · s 
simple. Students spend 
a se meste r le arnin g 
about the components 
of a trial, and at the end 
th ey co nverge on the 
d ow ntow n Buffal o 
courtrooms for a mock 
trial. There they prac-
tice their skills in care-
fully selected civil and 
crim inal cases, before 
vo lunteer judges and 
juries composed of 
high school students. In 
one semester. they 
progress from court -
"By trial day they're up there g iv-
"We teach them 
how to respect the 
judge, how to pre-
pare witnesses, 
how to give open-
ing statements to 
a jury, how to 
make motions at 
the proper time, 
and how to com-
municate confi-
dence. It's crucial 
to impress upon 
the jury that you 
believe in your 
client's cause." 
in g opening 
statements and 
c l osi n g 
remarks. They 
real ly b ios-
som." 
" L aw s tu -
dents often do 
no t have an 
opportunity to 
s tand up and 
speak to a 
gro up, " s a ys 
Danie l T. 
Roach '5 3, a 
partne r in the 
Buffa lo la w 
firm of Roach, 
Bro w n , 
McC a rth y, 
Grub e r a nd 
C hiar i w h o 
has taugh t in 
th e prog ra m 
fo r 25 yea rs . 
'" T r i a I 
T echniq u e 
pe rmits th at. 
room neophytes to ''on-their-feet" 
advoc.:atcs. 
For some stu-
dents to do that. i t re qui res g rea t 
courage. 
''You'll sec students come in at the 
bcginn111g of the semester. and they 
can harcly tell you their name without 
reudmg 11 off a shet:t of paper,'' says 
"I remem ber a woman who was 
almost unable to talk whe n she was 
first put in that posit ion. bur as the 
st:mestcr went on she got better and 
better. Fina ll y s he won one of the 
awards for excellence in trial technique 
and went on to become a first assistant 
district attorney." 
T hose who have been involved in 
the program say its solid S choo l-Bar 
con nec ti on makes th e expe r ience 
invaluable fo r those on both sides of 
the lectern. 
"The teachers in the program have 
been there, and tried cases. They know 
wha t works and doesn ' t work," says 
Terre nce M. Connors '7 1, who does 
c ivi l and c rimina l li t igat ion with the 
Buffalo firm of Connors & Vilardo. 
and has taught in the Trial Technique 
program for four yea rs. " It is a nice 
dose of realism injected into the theo-
re t ical framework that is the Law 
School. We can te ll students what real-
ly works, what really happens in the 
court ro o m and h ow to handl e rhe 
unpredic table . 
" It' s a wonde rful introduction ro 
how interesting trial practice can be -
and how demandi ng it can be." 
"J do it for the same reason that 
peopl e coach Li ttle League baseball," 
says George R. Rich, a partner in the 
Ha mb u rg la w firm Mag a vern , 
Kanaley. R ich and Be nc in i, who has 
taught Tri a l Technique fo r 15 years. 
"There's a tremendous amount of satis-
faction deri ved from seeing these peo-
ple come in. working with them, and 
see ing them come out a li tt le furthe r 
down the road. 
"The stude nts wo rk very, very 
hard at this program, because it's d if-
feren t, it's exciting. T hey haven't done 
anything l ike this before. ]'ve seen 
some terrific.:ally creative approaches." 
The " technique" of the course's 
title is a catchall. " W e teach about 
demeanor in court, how to appear, how 
to add ress a jury," states John T. 
Frizzell '55, a partner in the Buffalo 
law f irm of Willi a ms, Stevens, 
McCarv ille & Fri zze ll w hose Trial 
Technique teaching reaches back more 
than 15 years. 
taught in the program for two decades, 
says the students he sees are "usually 
very good on opening and summation, 
because they're able to s it down and 
re flect. It ' s more of a narrative. Cross-
examination proves the most difficult 
skill for them to acquire. There's a dis-
cipline to cross-examination, a degree 
of control to the witness that has to be 
" W e teac h 
the m how to 
respect the judge, 
h ow to prepa re 
witnesses, how to 
g iv e opening 
stateme nts to a 
j ury, ho w to 
make moti ons at 
the prope r time, 
and how to com-
muni cate co nfi -
dence. It 's crucial 
to impress upon 
the jury that you 
be liev e in yo ur 
client 's cause." 
"That course 
shaped my career. 
mai nta ined, th at 
is not natural to 
every person. The 
need for co nt rol 
on c ross-exami-
nation is a diffi -
cult art." This was the one 
course that gave 
you an indicaUon of 
your ability to han-
dle triallvork, a 
glimpse of your 
aptitude. It showed 
Ho n. Vin-
cent E. Doyle '56, 
the administrative 
judge for th e 
E ighth Judi c ial 
Di s tri ct of th e 
New York State 
S up re me Co urt , 
has taught Trial 
Tec hnique s ince 
the 1970s. "The rea l 
goa l is to teach 
so me prac ti ca l 
skills so that stu-
dents are able to 
walk into a court-
me that I might 
have some poten-
Ual. I really had no 
idea before then." 
The pro-
gram, he says, is 
" a real slice of the 
world of litigation 
- lawyering in a 
courtroom. " He room w ithout 
pan ick in g and 
present themselves in as professional a 
manner as possible, g iven the brev ity 
of the experience," says Hon. Hugh B. 
Scott '74 , U.S. District Court magis-
trate judge, who has taught in the pro-
gram for more than a dozen years. 
"The consequence of not exposing 
people to a course like this is that they 
may have someone's property or liber-
ty at stake early in thei r career. and 
fumb le. We try to prevent that. '" 
Hon. Joseph P. McCarthy "61. an 
Erie Co unt y Court judge who has 
teac hes h is sec-
t ions downtown in a working court-
room, "so students get an idea of what 
a courtroom looks and feels li ke, and 
th ey learn to wo rk comfo rtab ly in 
one." 
Whe n Herbe rt L. Greenman ' 72 
took Trial Technique as a student, he 
says, " It was strictly try-your-case. The 
perspective has changed. We discuss 
how yo u get to vari ous points in a 
case, how you get to the point of trial. 
There's a lot of corre lation to the real 
world. What are the personali ties you 
will encounter outside the courtroom? 
How do you sen le, o r plea-barga in? 
We try to g ive practical insight on all 
aspects of a case, because afte r all , 
most cases are not tried."' Greenman. a 
pa rtne r in the Buffalo law f irm of 
Lips itz, Green , Fahringer , Ro ll , 
Salisbury & Cambria, has taught the 
course for 15 years. He says he sees a 
lot of his fom1er students in the course 
of his work- and even "sneaks in" to 
see them on trial. 
For many thi rd-year s tudents, 
Tri al Technique is the time at which 
they make a crucial career decision. It 
was that way for Terry D. Smith '66, 
whose practice concentrates on c ivil 
litigation. 
"That course shaped my career," 
Smith says. "Many law students dream 
about doing tria l work, but when I 
went there, the Law School didn 't pro-
vide much exposure for that type pf 
practice. This was the one course that 
gave you an indication of your ability 
to handle trial work, a gli mpse of your 
apti tude. It showed me th at I m ight 
have some potential. I reall y had no 
idea before then." 
His daughter Canie L. Smith '89 
practices with him, and speaks fondly 
of he r T r ia l Techniqu e expe ri ence 
u nder the tute lage of C ha rl e s H. 
Doughetty. 
"It was one of the best courses I 
took at UB, and one of the most practi-
cal," she says. ·'Charl ie Dougherty was 
a wonderfl:ll teacher. I remember him 
teac hing us c ross-examinati on, and 
telling us to practice it during our dai ly 
li ves: cross-examine your car when it 
breaks down, your d ishwasher. your 
dog . He e ncouraged us t.o have as 
much exposure to it on our own as is 
possible." 
Carrie Smith 's experience in that 
course. like thousands of other prac-
ti c in g attorneys who atte nded UB 
Law School. was a major step forward 
in her transition from student to prac-
ticing lawyer. • 
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